Choosing a Curriculum

Below are a number of children’s ministry curriculums that are currently being used in various
churches Kids’ Church or Sunday School programs. Please note that they are included below
for comparative purposes only, and the Baptist Association NSW & ACT does not necessarily

endorse their content or activities.

BiG Curriculum
Hillsong Kids

www.hillsong.com/kids/big

All inclusive resource, including multimedia teaching, quiz review segments, praise & worship
tracks & videos, Bible verse videos, and all print material.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
Australia Series One includes Series One: 52 Series One:
material for children lessons
Can be purchased as
5-6 y.0’s, 7-9 y.0’s,
(-6y.0's y-0's 4 or 5 lesson packs,
10-12 y.0’s). Series Two: 9 lessons
. . 3 month packs or
per title (one title
released so far). 12 month packs.
Series Two
additionally includes
material for preschool Series Two:
(1-6 y.0’s).
$200 per 9-lesson
title for children OR
preschool.
$229.99 per 9-lesson
title for BOTH
children and
preschool.
Strengths:

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




* Can be used with any humber of children, in large groups, small groups or a
combination

* High quality, well produced video material

* Simple to prepare — you simply need a TV and DVD player (or projector, screen and
DVD player)

* A take-home activity sheet is included which helps parents to engage with their child’s
learning.

Considerations:
* Series do not yet come out regularly. If your church is planning to use this material on
an ongoing basis, you may run out before new material is produced.

WEART  HANDS

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



Children’s Ministry Deals
childrensministrydeals.com

Children’s Ministry Deals produces curriculum that teaches kids Bible lessons in a way that is
intentionally fun and engaging.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
USA 6-12 year olds. There is a large Series’ vary in price.
range of curriculums | Bundle deals are
to choose from, also available.

which vary in length
(usually 4-6 weeks).

Strengths:

* There are a huge variety of creative ideas, all of which are downloadable.

* Each lesson generally includes a memory verse, skit, object lesson, large group game,
lesson outline, discussion question and parents’ sheet.

* Each curriculum produced has its own Pinterest board with creative ideas to help you
get inspired.

Chidre’s Minstry D=al

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



Dig in Discipleship
CEP

www.discipleship.net.au

Bible study discipleship series which gets kids aged 10-12 digging into God’s word as
preparation for youth group and high school.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
Australia Designed for 10-12 6 books published so | $4.76 per 6-lesson
y.0’s, though could far, with 6 lessons student book (one
be considered for 8+. | each. needed for each
student).
Strengths:

* Specifically targeted to pre-teens in a way that is fun, thought provoking and applicable.
* Continually interacts with the Scriptures throughout the whole study.

* Interactive and full of variety in activities.

* Perfect for small group settings.

* Simple to prepare, and easily able to be adapted if needed.

Considerations:

* As this material is produced only for 10-12 year olds, it's not possible to adapt the series
to tie in with what the rest of the family is learning. It needs to be run as a separate
series for preteens only.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




Discovery Learning Series

Tammy Tolman
www.discoverylearningseries.com

A four year curriculum through which children will experience the breadth and depth of the
entire Bible, anchored by the story of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection and what it means
today.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
Australia 8-12y.0’s 4 year curriculum $15 per 1-week
bundle
(16 modules,

50 1-t
approx 10 weeks $50 per 1-term

each). module
$150 per 1-year
package
Strengths:
* Children learn by participating; by active engagement in a stimulating and enjoyable
experience.

* Uses a variety of learning types: analytical, emotional, physical, experiential.

* Completing all 16 modules will give the children both a strong understanding of the
entire Bible, and the overarching story of salvation through Jesus.

* All files can be directly downloaded to your computer including lesson plans, drama
scripts, songs, and all kinds of extras (nametags, badges, posters, PowerPoint slides,
reward cards, etc).

Considerations:
* This curriculum uses drama scripts to support teaching. Consider who amongst your
team are interested in acting and could enjoy this.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



GodSpace
Baptist Churches NSW & ACT

www.gosdspace.org.au

Aussie bible lessons, which take the truths of Scripture that are relevant to contemporary
children, and use engaging activities and the children’s life experiences to help them grasp the
truths for themselves.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
Australia Separate material for | 3 year curriculum $45 per semester for
teachers resource
4-6y.0's, 6-8 y.0's, (6 semesters, pack

8-10y.0's, 10-12 y.0's. | 20 lessons each).

$2.45 per semester
for student book
(one needed for

each student).

Strengths:

* Christianity is all about relationships, and GodSpace helps children experience
acceptance and love in the learning environment while being pointed to Jesus and a
relationship with him.

* GodSpace is a three year curriculum that helps children explore the Bible and the
Christian life so that they can make up their own minds about
it. [ )

* The curriculum is written by experts from a diverse range of
backgrounds experienced in theology and teaching to make ( jGOdSpOCG
sure the Bible is presented in a contemporary way that
children see as relevant.

Considerations:

* GodSpace advises on their website that the material has been
written for school Scripture classes and assumes that the
children do not have much Christian knowledge. Some
churches who have lots of community children may find that
this is exactly what they’re looking for.

O

Aussie
Bible]Lessons
foriToday’s|Kids]

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



Gospel Light
David C Cook

www.gospellight.com

Age-group targeted curriculum based around five pillars — the Bible, relationships, a

comprehensive plan, changed lives and Jesus.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
USA Gospel Light Nursery: 2 year Nursery: $139.99 for
provides materials program. a full two year
from birth through to program.
adulthood, across a
range of programs. Preschool: 2 year
program (purchased | Preschool,
by the term in 13- Elementary & Pre-
Their “Sunday lesson curriculums). | teen:$99.99 per term
School” program for materials for one
offers separate teacher and 10
material for: Nursery Elementary: 4 year children. Materials
(0-18 months, 18-3¢ | Program (purchased fohflzdditiona' o
months), Preschool by the term_ln 13- ehriaren can aiso be
lesson curriculums) | purchased.
(2-3 y.0’s, 4-5y.0’s),
Elementary (Years 1-
2, Years 3-4), Pre- Pre-teen: 2 year
teen (Years 5-6) program (purchased
by the term in 13-
lesson curriculums).
Strengths:

* Every lesson points directly to Jesus, with a clear connection.

* There is a strong value on relationships — both between the child and teacher (with
plenty of teacher training and tips), and between the child and their parents (with take
home pages to connect church gatherings and the

home).

* The curriculum considers child development,
offering a complete plan from birth through to
adulthood. Lessons are intentionally aligned with
what God is already doing in the hearts of people at
each age level.

* There is a focus on transformation with clear
practical life application in each lesson.

Considerations:

* Produced in the USA, so at times needs adapting to the Australian context.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




Jesus Storybook Bible Curriculum

Zondervan
www.zondervan.com/the-jesus-storybook-bible-curriculum-kit

Based on the award-winning Jesus Storybook Bible, this curriculum reveals how Jesus is the
centre of each Bible story, and how every story whispers his name. Contains activities,
animated videos, notes for teachers, memory verses, handouts for children and more.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
USA 4-7 year olds. 44 lessons $149.99 (from
Koorong)
Strengths:

* |nvites children to join in the greatest of all adventures, to discover for themselves that
Jesus is at the centre of God’s great story of salvation — and at the centre of their story
too.

* Curriculum kit includes all materials on DVD-ROM, so both teacher material and student
handouts can be printed and distributed.

* Very easy to prepare, with minimal leader preparation time required at home.

Considerations:
* Activities suggested in the curriculum are limited, particularly lacking in crafty or hands
on activities. While the curriculum is a good base with excellent teaching concepts,
some churches have found it necessary to prepare additional interactive activities.

the
JESUS % @
Stogybook

Curriculum Kit
- 4\
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This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



Kids@Church
CEP

www.cepstore.com.au/kids-church

Of CEP’s large range of children’s ministry resources, the Kids@Church series is designed
specifically for weekend children’s programs, providing children with a solid, well-rounded
knowledge of the Bible as they grow physically and spiritually.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
Australia Separate material for: | 3 year program $29.95 per unit for
. . teachers pack.
3-5 y.0’s (Serious (12 units of 10-week
Play); 5-7 y.0’s modules)
(Adventure); .
$2.75 per unit for
8-11 y.0’s (Over The child’s book (one
Top) needed per child).

Strengths:

* Each unit can be purchased at any time, giving leaders the flexibility to plan ahead and
tailor children’s programs to fit with specific sermons series and Christmas/Easter.

* Some units look at one section of the Bible, while others look at a theme drawing upon
several parts of the Bible.

* |t addresses parts of the Bible that kids’ curriculums normally avoid (e.g. Revelation and
Ephesians, not just narrative texts)

* Having resources for multiple age groups following the same topics makes it easy for
mid-size churches. Children can all be in the same room for part of the session, then
split off into small groups for age appropriate activities, prayer and fellowship time.

Considerations:
* Some churches have found the posters quite small and preferred to prepare their own
visual aids.
* There are very few craft ideas, so if you like to consolidate your lessons with craft, you'll
generally need to organise your own.

P What has God done
for his people?
II-IJ Jesus - from Luke's gospel C!P

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



Kids Sunday School Place

www.kidssundayschool.com

Online resources for preschool and primary school, including complete lessons, as well as

crafts, activities, talks, skits, games and songs.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
USA Separate material for | 144 lesson plans US$39 per year for
Preschool & K-6. currently available individual

for preschool. membership (full
website access for
1 .

218 lesson plans user)

currently available

for
US$98 per year for

K-6. group membership
(full website access
for 25 users).

Strengths:

* Very cost effective

* Thousands of ideas to customise lessons to suit your group.

* All resources are available to download or print directly from the website.

* Curriculum covers the major stories of the Bible. There is also a topical index which
allows you to find ideas for specific subjects and themes.

* Lessons are submitted by a variety of contributors, then adjusted into standardized

formats.

* There are a substantial number of free resources (enough to teach for about a year
without becoming a member).

Considerations:

* Produced in the USA, so at times needs adapting to the Australian context.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




Let Your Light Shine
Baptist Churches NSW & ACT

A six-week series helping kids to explore what it means in practice to shine the light of Jesus to
those around us. Children are encouraged to be love, be involved, be generous, be kind-
hearted, and be together.

Country Target Age Group Length Price

Australia Kindergarten - 6 lesson series $25 (approx)

Year 6 at school

Strengths:

* Produced by the Baptist Association of NSW & ACT so speaks directly into our context.

* The curriculum is based around one of our Association’s values, to be a movement that
is mission shaped. As core values are largely set by the time a person reaches
adolescence, it is designed to help children explore mission with their peers and
leaders, in the hope that they will join in the mission of Jesus, which is also the mission
of the church.

* A take home challenge sheet is provided each week to encourage whole families to get
on board with the series, and strengthen links between church and home.

Considerations:
* As a six-week curriculum, this is great for a short series, but is not a long term option.

- Baptist Churches
of NSW & ACT

ot |

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




Max7

www.max7.org

Max7 is an online source for a variety of Bible resources, including curriculum, videos, music
and training materials. It has been designed to enable the global church to work together and
share resources.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
Contributions from Material can be Hundreds of Free. Donations to
around the world. filtered by that which | programs and the development of

is suitable for 0-3 lessons this online resource
y.0's, 3-5 y.0's, library are very
welcome.

5-8 y.0's, 8-11 y.0's,

11-14 y.0's, 14-17
y.0's

Strengths:

* Free to use. Donations are used to enable children’s ministry resources to be made
accessible for all parts of the world.

* Based on seven values: Bible-based, partnership, relationship, equality, leadership,
creativity & transformation.

* Hundreds of program and lesson outlines are available, as well as thousands of ideas to
customise lessons to suit your group.

* Easy to use website, with filters to help you find exactly what you’re looking for.

* Handy app for iOS and Android, so you can access resources on the go.

* Max7 is motivated by a passion to reach children around the globe. The places where
most children live (Asia, Africa, Middle East and Latin America) are the very places
where the church has the least resources and training. Contributing back resources
that you develop is another way to engage with the project and equip churches around
the globe.

Considerations:
* Since Max7 resources come from myriad of contributors, there is no standardised
format. Lessons vary in length, format, target age group and lesson purpose.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



7Ways BibleMAX Series

Logosdor
www.max7z.org

Search “7Ways BibleMAX Series”

7Ways BibleMAX Series available from Max7 provides a great range of lessons in 5 week

series.
Country Target Age Group Length Price
Australia 5-11 year olds. 26 units, Free. Donations to
, the development of
with 5 lessons each. : .
this online resource
library are very
welcome.
“First Steps” is also First Steps has 7
available for 3-5 year | units, with 5 lessons
olds. each.
Strengths:

* Free to use. Donations are used to enable children’s ministry resources to be made
accessible for all parts of the world.
* Accompanied by several leaders guides, including “Discipling Children,” “Working with
Gifted and Talented Kids,” and “Helping Children Belong.”
* Each unit contains a “Family Times” component to support the five lessons and give
families the opportunity to disciple their own children.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




Oasis
Logosdor

www.oasischildrensresources.com

Oasis is a Bible discovery curriculum for children that is contemporary, fun, energy packed
and deliberately designed to help churches grow their children’s ministry.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
Australia 7-11 year olds 14 series, $145 per 10-lesson
) resource pack.
with 10 lessons each.
Strengths:

* Packs include a DVD with leaders’ and children’s video segments, as well as an
enhanced CD with songs, manuals, and song words for projection.

* The curriculum uses a mosaic educational approach and an easy-to-follow structure.

* The program is about more than just head knowledge. Each resource pack includes a
mission manual, discipling manual, and creative ministry manual. Each program has
three parts, which each take three weeks. The nine weeks culminate in the Oasis
celebration (Week 10) where the children minister at either a church service or on a
week-day evening.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




Tell Me About God
Baptist Churches NSW & ACT

Twenty-six lessons which explore an attribute of God for each letter of the alphabet (God is
Almighty, God is the Blessing-Giver, etc). They are primarily designed for intergenerational
groups of children and adults.

Country Target Age Group Length Price
Australia Children of all ages & | 26 lessons $15 approx
inter-generational
groups.
Strengths:

* The material is suitable for both churched and unchurched families, and may be a great
starting place if you have people who have only recently started coming to church.

* The material is excellent in its relevance to all ages. It can be used with small children,
while remaining engaging for older children, teenagers and adults.

* The material is flexible — activities can be chosen based on time available, the age
levels and the group mixture.

* The curriculum values children and adults learning, growing and leading together, and

the material is written in a way that enables this to take place.

* Proceeds from the sale of the book will be used to further the Simple Church Network of
the NSW/ACT Baptist Gen1K vision.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




The Gospel Project
Lifeway

www.lifeway.com/n/Product-Family/The-Gospel-Project

The Gospel Project for Kids immerses kids and preschoolers in the gospel through every story,
theological concept and call to mission from Genesis to Revelation.

Country Target Age Group Length Price

USA Separate material for | 3 year curriculum Preschool:
babies & toddlers,

(12 volumes, US$64.99 for leader
preschool, younger kit per term
kids, older kids. 13 lessons each) P '
Children:

US$84.99 for leader
kit per term.

Various other
products and prices
on website.

Strengths:
* The curriculum helps children understand that the Bible is not just a collection of stories
but one unified story — God’s story of redemption.
* The resources are built on a belief that the gospel message changes everything, and
heart transformation can only take place when a child experiences the gospel.
* High quality, age specific resources — family journal pages, videos, activity sheets, etc
* The Gospel Project is also available for students and adults.

Considerations:

* There is plenty of material — so much so that some churches find it difficult to decide
what to use and where to use it. There is an option (for a higher cost) to add a second
hour of worship materials, which (unless you have multiple meeting times) is probably
unnecessary.

THE

GOSPEL
PRawleC |

FOR KIDS

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



Think Orange
rethink Group

www.thinkorange.com

Orange is built around the truth that what we teach kids should be built around how we teach
kids. Every story, every principle, every truth reinforces for everyone what it means to love God
and be loved by God.

Country Target Age Group Length Price

USA Separate material for: | Ongoing; curriculum | Annual subscriptions:
can be downloaded
monthly from the

Preschool web. Preschool:

(toddlers, 3-5 y.0's), US$575 (0-25 kids),
US$865 (26-50 kids).

Children (K-5)
Children:

US$610 (0-25 kids),

Teenagers (middle :
US$895 (26-50 kids).
school, high school) $895 ( ids)

Further prices for
larger groups on
website.

Strengths:
* Orange is built on a philosophy that:
o Your content should be organised around what Jesus said and did
o What you do this Sunday should be reinforced by every parent on Monday
o What you give leaders to teach kids should also affect how those leaders treat
kids
o What you say this week should be connected to everything you need kids to hear
this year.
* For preschoolers, “First Look” teaches a child three basic truths: God made me, God
loves me and Jesus wants to be my friend forever.
* For primary “252 Basics” teaches a child three basic truths modelled by Jesus in Luke
2:52: | need to make the wise choice, | can trust God no matter what, | should treat
others the way | want to be treated.

first look

PRESCHOOL CHILDREN

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT



Twists & Turns

Scripture Union
www.suvic.org.au/shop/twists-and-turns

Twists and Turns helps kids and families to uncover the wonderful twists and turns in the Bible,
rather than reading it only on the surface for a simple moral or just one point.

Country Target Age Group Length Price

Australia Children of all ages & | 9 lessons $24.95
inter-generational
groups (preschool,
primary, all age).

Strengths:
* Twists & Turns is not simplistic, but rather engages children with the depth of the Bible
in an age-appropriate way.
* |tis not only focussed on children, but parents, the family, and the whole community
together.

* The various sections — for preschool, primary, parents, and all age gatherings mean that
it can create a comprehensive 9-week program that carries across all church programs
and gatherings.

Considerations:
* As a 9-week curriculum, this is great for a short series, but is not a long term option.

This resource has been made available by Baptist Children & Family Ministries NSW & ACT




